Jewish, Jewish Values for Ourselves,Our Families
And Our Community
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If a parent wished to study Torah, and there is a child who must also study,
and the parent doesn’t have enough money for both,
the parent takes precedence. (Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh De’ah 245:2)
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[A certain caravan merchant said to Rabba bar bar Chana,]
"Come, I will show you the place where heaven and earth touch.” (Bava Batra 74a)
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One should use one’s face, hands, and feet only to honor one’s Creator.
(Tosefta Brachot 4:1, Proverbs 16:4, H&E 1:73)
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Give away a tenth so that you may be wealthy. (Shabbat 119a, Deuteronomy 14:22)
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It was stated, “Rabbi Elazar said, ‘No harm happens to people on Mitzvah missions, neither en
route to the Mitzvah, nor on the way back.’”’(Pesachim 8b)
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A story is told of Binyamin HaTzaddik, who was the supervisor of his community’s Tzedakah
fund. Once, when there was a shortage of food, a woman came to him and said, “Rabbi, feed
me!” He replied, “I swear that there is no more money left in the Tzedakah fund.” She said, “If
you do not feed me, a woman and her seven children will die.” So he fed her from his own
money. (Bava Batra 11a)
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...and whoever needs to take Tzedakah, being unable to live without it — such as an elderly
person or one who is sick or is suffering greatly — and who is too proud to take it — that person
sheds blood and is to be held accountable, and there is no benefit from the suffering...only sin
and guilt. (Maimonides, Matnot Ani’im [Laws of Gifts to Poor People] 10:19)
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Rava said: When a person is brought to Final Judgment, he or she will be asked,
“Were you honest in business?
Did you have fixed times for Torah study? Did you have children?
Did you expect the world’s problems to be worked out?
Did you use all the mental abilities to achieve wisdom?
Did you make creative use of your intellectual powers [for the right purposes]?” (Shabbat 31a)
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Rabbi Yossi said: May my portion be among those who collect Tzedakah money and not among
those who give it away. (Shabbat 118b)
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If someone is approached by a poor person, and he or she does not have enough money to fill all
the poor person’s needs, he should give what he can afford. And how much would that be? One
fifth is considered first-class giving; one tenth is an average amount, and less is considered
having poor eyesight. One should never give less than one third of a Shekel a year, and anyone
who gives less than that has not fulfilled the Mitzvah of Tzedakah, and even a poor person who
is supported by Tzedakah funds must give Tzedakah to others. (Maimonides, Hilchot Matnot

Ani’im/Laws of Gifts to Poor People 7:5)

11.
This is the commandment that we were commanded 77
to love each other just as we love ourselves.

That is to say
that my concern and love for other Jews
should be the same as my concern and love for myself —
as far as both possessions and personal needs are involved —
for whatever the other person’s possessions and wishes.
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Whatever I want for myself,
I want the same for that other person.
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And whatever I do not want for myself or my friends,
I do not want for that other person.

This is the meaning of the verse,
“And you shall love the other person as yourself.” (Leviticus 19:18)
Maimonides, Sefer HaMitzvot, Positive Mitzvah #206
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If you produce what is noble out of what is worthless,
You shall be My spokesperson. (Jeremiah 15:19)
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